AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1-11: (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) An image generating device which requests images of 
compon e nts for generating an image of a component completed by arranging a pluralitv 
of components in a plurality of divided areas and structur i no virtual components in a 
virtual three-dimensional space, charactor i zod i n the device comprising: 

storage means for ^fiortv-storing , in advance, data on the pluralitv of areas, data 
on the pluralitv of components, a first parameter indicating the characteristics of the 
pluralitv of areas and directions in which the pluralitv of components are to be arranged 
in each area, and a second parameter indicating at least tvpes and sizes of the pluralitv 
of components and environments where the pluralitv of components are to be arranged 
d i fforoncos of at le ast th e typ e , attr i bute, and arrang e d e nv i ronm e nt of said compon e nts 
and param e t e rs corr e spond i ng th e r e to ; 

selection means for selecting, based on the characteristics of the pluralitv of 
areas included in the first parameter, one component from among the pluralitv of 
components for which the second parameter has been designated: d e s i gnating said 
param e t e rs and s ele ct i ng sa i d component; and 

arranging means for arranging , based on the directions in which the pluralitv of 
components are to be arranged in each area included in the first parameter, the 
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selected component in any of the areas: and w i th an a l gor i thm s i mu l at i ng human 
consitlvon e ss and structur i ng sa i d oomp l ot e d compon e nt. 

an imaging unit for generating image data to form the image of the component 
completed by arranging the selected component in any of the areas. 

13-14. (Canceled) 

1 5. (New) An image generating method for generating an image of a 
component completed by arranging a plurality of components in a plurality of diyided 
areas in a yirtual three-dimensional space, the method comprising: 

storing, in adyance, data on the plurality of areas, data on the plurality of 
components, a first parameter indicating the characteristics of the plurality of areas and 
directions in which the plurality of components are to be arranged in each area, and a 
second parameter indicating at least types and sizes of the plurality of components and 
enyironments where the plurality of components are to be arranged; 

selecting, based on the characteristics of the plurality of areas included in the first 
parameter, one component from among the plurality of components for which the 
second parameter has been designated; 

arranging, based on the directions in which the plurality of components are to be 
arranged in each area included in the first parameter, the selected component in any of 
the areas; and 

generating image data to fomri the image of the component completed by 
arranging the selected component in any of the areas. 
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16. (New) A computer-readable recording medium including a computer 
program for causing a computer to serve as an image generating device for generating 
an image of a component completed by arranging a plurality of components in a 
plurality of divided areas in a virtual three-dimensional space, the computer program 
causing the computer to serve as: 

storage means for storing, in advance, data on the plurality of areas, data on the 
plurality of components, a first parameter indicating the characteristics of the plurality of 
areas and directions in which the plurality of components are to be arranged in each 
area, and a second parameter indicating at least types and sizes of the plurality of 
components and environments where the plurality of components are to be arranged; 

selection means for selecting, based on the characteristics of the plurality of 
areas included in the first parameter, one component from among the plurality of 
components for which the second parameter has been designated; 

arranging means for arranging, based on the directions in which the plurality of 
components are to be arranged in each area included in the first parameter, the 
selected component in any of the areas; and 

an imaging unit for generating image data to form the image of the component 
completed by arranging the selected component in any of the areas. 
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